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(Mike Chrisman has been captured by aliens. While he’s away, 
we’re gonna rerun one of his most popular columns): 

Hello again, American teenagers, and welcome to another 
episode of “Ancient History, When Your Parents Were Kids.” Today’s 
topic is Sneakers. 

The problem with you teenagers today is you don’t know what 

it was like before sneakers became part of your parents’ investment 

portfolio, Centuries ago, kids weren’t on a first-name basis with our shoes. We would no 
more holler, “Mom, where’s my Thom McAns?” than our moms would have asked, 
“Honey, can youanswer the AT&T? I’m busy taking some Swanson’ s out of the Kenmore.” 
Used to be they weren’t even called “sneakers”. They were “tennis shoes” — or when I 
was in grade school, and only Pancho Gonzalez and a bunch of Australians played tennis 
— “gym shoes”. You brought them to school; you hung them so they dangled out of the 
way under your desk (because you were kind of embarrased by them), you putthem on when 
you wentoutside to recess; you took them off when Mrs. Miller rang the bell for you to come 
back in. In high school it was exactly the same, except then you kept them in your gym 
locker, where they could grow microbes that might be important to the Defense Department. 

ButI’Illet youkids imagine how life was in the eons before zillionaire athletes sold 
shoes, by using a literary device we writers call “parallellism”. Parallelism is like when your 
parents say, “I don’t want you to shovel food in your mouth that way, because your cousin 
Stanley used to eat like that, and then he only got400’s onhis SAT’s.” It’s called parallelism 
because wise mathematicians have said parallel lines meet in infinity, and we just have to 
accept that, even though we know it’s wacked-out nonsense. 

Toillustrate: imagine the most common, boring, run-of-the-mill thing you meet up 
with during your regular day (“Dad” is not an acceptable answer). I suggest we use the 
example of the pencil. What could be more humdrum? 

Now, imagine Doc Brown takes you along with Michael J. McFly some forty years 
into the Future, and in every magazine you read, during every TV show, on the side of every 
people-moving device, you find extremely sexy and state-of-the-art advertisements for 
pencils. Pencils! People you meet in the Future don’t go anywhere without at least one of 
their. designer pencils. The Super Bowl is sponsored by pencil manufacturers, and 
commercials show the star quarterback autographing footballs with the sponsor’s pencil. 
Michael Jordan, finishing his second term as President, signs all the nation’s legislation with 
the new, hot pencil that kids everywhere are demanding for Christmas. During prime time, 
commercials show a hunk actor, playing a suave architect, looking meaningfully across his 
drawing board at a babe actress, playing another suave architect, who says, “Allmy men use 
a Blackfoot #2.” 

If you went into the Future and saw all this stuff, you’d probably have one of two 
reactions: 1) These people don’ thave all their oars in the water; nobody gives arodent’s butt 
for pencils! 2) Man, when! get back to the Present, I gotta buy up some serious pencil stock. 

Believe me, students, this is exactly how your parents feel when you ask for a 
wheelbarrow full of money to buy new LA Nikeboks. When your parents turn pale and 
scream, “How much??!!” it’s because when they were your age they bought a car for that 
much. 

I hope this lesson has helped you see the historical connection between gym shoes 
and pencils. And if it hasn’t, well...’'ll bet you don’t believe parallel lines ever meet in 
infinity, either. 
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Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
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Looking For A Doctor? 
Call Our Physician 
Referral Service At 
vo2-2200. It's Free! 


If you’re new to the area or just having trouble finding a 
physician who’s accepting new patients, try our free 
Physician Referral Service. Pick up the phone and call 
582-2200 Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
and weekends noon till 3 p.m. Our friendly volunteer 
operators will offer you the names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of primary care physicians and specialists in 
your area. It’s a free community service ... from your 
community hospital! 
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LIVE MUSIC and DANCE CLUB 


Dance Club... 


Featuring The Area’s Biggest 
Dance Floor and Best Light Show! 


Wednesday 


LIVE COUNTRY MUSIC 
GAY NIGHT 


Friday @ Saturday, October 7 8 8 
Music by Spin Inc. 


Eldo rad 0) Upstairs 1 Dee PARTY 


Music by Spin Inc. 
Sunday, October9 2-9pm 


ounday Jamboree 


Music by J.Wilson & J.Schwartz 
Six Live Bands 


RETRO NIGHT - late 70's & early 80's 
Friday, October 14 


Sundown 


SATURDAY NIGHT ANCE PARTY 
Saturday, October 15 


with Music by Lance Playing Club 
a is} 
Mountain Music 


Live Musieé... 
Friday 6 Saturday, Oct. 21 6 22 


Country Comfort 


MAGGIE ESTEP 
Friday & Saturday, Oct. 28 6 29 


Sat., Oct. 8 - 8:30pm 
J. GEILS BLUES TIME 
Magic Dick 
Sun., Oct. 9 - 7:30pm - all ages 
SAVATAGE 
with Alex Skolnik 
Slow Poke / Visionary 
Tues., Oct. 11 - 8pm - 18+ 
DAVE MATTHEWS 
BAND 


~ Thurs., Oct. 13 - 7pm - 18+ 
LUCIOUS JACKSON 


Showdown 


Tuesday, October 31 


Halloween Basi 


Costume Party 


Eyeaelincelay 


Dd. Dance Glub 


Oldies, Country, Rock n’ Roll 


Mon., Oct. 17 
BUCKWHEAT ZYDECO 


Friday., October 21 
MAX CREEK 


Sat., Oct. 22 
JOHN CAFFERTY 
& the Beaver Brown Band 
Sun., Oct. 23 
DEEE-LITE 


Wed., Oct. 25 
KOKO TAYLOR 


Tickets for all shows available at N’ton 
Box Office: 586-8686, Strawberries, Tix 
Unlimited at UMass, For The Record in 
Amherst, About Music in Greenfield, & 
Ticket Pro: (800) 828-7080: 


10 Pearl Street, Northampton 
(413) 584-7771 


Every Sunday 


Open Mic Night 


Open 12:00 noon - 1:00 am 
SEVEN days a week! 


5 Miles North of UMass Exit 
on Rte. 116 e Sunderland 
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: : : David Lindley, Hani 
Katina’s: Selectrocution Bay State Hotel: Joybang, Rosemary Caine, Scott Ligon Iron House re 
y yoang ic Smith College, Sage Hall: The Bulgarian 


Nasser, plus Klar’s Bar (CD tunes till lam) Hadley Pub:blues open mt ; 
Women’s Choir Seven O’s: DJ dance club Pearl Street: Maggie Estep, plus 18+ dance music by Spin, Inc., plus 
Insomnia (alternative dance music) North Star: Boyz Night Out, w/ DJ Steven Amherst College: Chris Smither 


Pearl Street: Retro night, w/ dj Dennis Seven O’s: Eldorado Iron Horse: Adrian Legg (7pm), Moe Tucker, plus 
Marcy (10pm) Bay State Hotel: Amanda’s Dirty Secret (rated R), Pangloss, Meristem Katina’s: College dance 
party North Star: 18+ dance party, w/ DJ Betsy Hotel Northampton: Ed Vadas Band 


Katina’s: Selectrocution First Churches, Northampton: Amy Hart in “Return from Cairo” Bay State Hotel: The 
savage return of Monghani, w/ special guests Jaya the Cat Hotel Northampton: Eric Wald Hadley Pub: Island 
dance party w/ dj JP Pearl Street: J. Geils Blues Time, w/ Magic Dick, plus dance party w/ dj Lance North Star: 
Lafolia (flute & guitar), plus dance party, w/ DJ Steven Seven O’s: Eldorado Iron Horse: Quetzal Black Sheep 
Cafe: Maple Ridge Bluegrass Band 


Northampton Brewery: Bambu Steamers, The Mess Seven O’s: open mic, w/ Mark Snow Hadley Pub: comedy 
open mic North Star: Zen Cats, (7:30-9:30), plus Retro night w/ DJ Betsey Iron Horse: Internet Quartet, featuring 
Catie Curtis, Jim Infantino, Maria Sangiolo, Gary Frenay Pearl Street: Savatage w/ Alex Skolnick, Slowpoke, 
Visionary Katina’s: Audio Violence, Product of Society 


Bay State Hotel: Blue Monday, w/ Ed Vadas & The Fabulous Heavyweights Katina’s: Gay Nite w/ DJ Steve Iron 
Horse: Katell Keinig, Annie Wenz 


Northampton Brewery: open mic, w/ host Mark Thomas Hadley Pub: open mic Pearl Street: Dave Mathews 
Band 


Hadley Pub: Reggae party North Star: Swing dance night Iron Horse: Jim Lauderd i 
Northampton Center for the Arts: Readers & Writers, Live! w/ Lorrie Moore ica re Sages oe Street: 


Gay Night — dancing to music by Spin, Inc. Northampton Brewery: Linée P : 
Strain, Stress Magnets, Baluzur eroncell Bay State Hotel: Minerva 
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Seven O’s: DJ Dance Club Hadley Pub: open mic blues Bay State Hotel: Angry Johnny & The Killbillies, Serpico 
Pearl Street: Lucious Jackson, plus 18+ dance party, w/ music by Spin, Inc., plus Insomnia (alternative dance music) 
Katina’s: Selectrocution North Star: Boyz Night Out, w/ DJ Steven Iron Horse: Tommy Makem, plus Klar’s Bar 
(CD tunes till lam) 


Bay State Hotel: Lumber, Built to Spill, Ditch Croaker Hotel Northampton: Walley Gravey Trio North Star: 
Dance party, w/ DJ Betsey Pearl Street: The Lunachicks, plus Retro night w/ dj Dennis Seven O’s: Sundown 
Katina’s: College dance party Iron Horse: Luther “Guitar Jr.” Johnson 


North Star: Sue Burkhart (jazz guitar) plus 21+ dance party w/ dj Steven Bay State Hotel: Ray Mason Band, 
Sourpuss Porter-Phelps-Huntington Museum: Fall Foliage Festival, w/ Eshu Bumpus, Mitch Chakour, Horace 
Clarence Boyer, Tom Ricardi (1lam-4:30pm) Hotel Northampton: Tom McClung Hadley Pub: Island dance party 
w/DJ Dan Seven O’s: Mountain Music Pear] Street: Saturday night dance party w/ dj Lance Iron Horse: The 


Nields, Mona Lisa | 


Northampton Brewery: Joe Sallins Band, Hydrox 1-4-5 Amherst College: Maura O’Connell, Carol Noonan (for- 
merly of Knots & Crosses) Katina’s: Cannibal Corpse, Grave, Samael Academy of Music: Northampton Center for 
the Arts’ 10 Birthday Concert — Young At Heart Chorus, Gary Rosen, Justina & Joyce, Leo T. Baldwin, New 
Nohemians, Michael Gregory, Graig Eastman, Jim Henry, more.... (call for times) Iron Horse: Intemet Quartet, fea- 
turing Barbara Kessler, Martin Sexton, Todd Hobin, Dave Buskin Seven O’s: open mic, w/ Mark Snow Hadley Pub: 


comedy open mic North Star: Retro dance party w/ dj Betsey 


Bay State Hotel: Blue Monday, w/ Ed Vadas & The Fabulous Heavyweights Katina’s: Gay Night, w/ DJ Steve 
Pearl Street: Buckwheat Zydeco Pearl Street: Rhythm & blues dance party 


Iron Horse: Cris Williamson, Tret Fure Northampton Brewery: open mic w/ host Paul Rocha Hadley Pub: open 
mic Northampton Center for the Arts: Readers & Writers, Live! w/ Julia Alvarez Bay State Hotel: Wallpaper 


Foliage (free show) Smith College, John M. Greene Hall: Shawn Colvin 


Bay State Hotel: Zeke Fiddler, Ivy, Tizzy, The Loon Pearl Street: Gay Night, w/ music by Spin, Inc. Iron Horse: 
Cris Williamson, Tret Fure Northampton Brewery: Architectural Metaphors Hadley Pub: Reggae party North 
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Target Earth 


Britain's Sunday Tele- 
graph reported that frag- 
O ments from a newly dis- 
covered comet have been under 
intense observation by astronomers 
who believe the pieces could be on 
a collision course with Earth. The 
comet has broken up into fragments, 
similar to the comet Shoemaker- 
Levy 9, which produced massive 
atmospheric disruptions on Jupiter 
when it struck the gaseous planet in 
July. The new comet, known as 
Machholz-2, was discovered by-an 
American astronomer as it raced 
toward the Sun. As other scientists 
turned their telescopes toward the 
object, they found it consisted of five 
fragments, all on a path that could 
pass through Earth's orbital plane at 
some point in the future. 


Duncan Steel of the Anglo-Aus- 
tralian Observatory told the Tele- 
graph that the influence of the mas- 
sive planet Jupiter could throw the 
objects out of the Solar System 
again, but warned that “we might be 
wrong.” The long-term behavior of 
comets is extremely hard to predict, 
and many more observations of 
Machholz-2 are needed to deter- 
mine whether the earth is truly 
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endangered. 
Tropical Storms 
Tropical storm Debby 


moved through the eastern 

Caribbean, packing heavy 

rains and high winds that left one 

* dead and destroyed banana planta- 
tions on the island of Saint Lucia. 


Tropical storm Luke became the 
fifth to strike the Vietnam-China bor- 
der region this summer, bringing 
coastal residents another round of 
high tides and torrential rains. 


Typhoon Kinna sent high sud 
pounding into the southeast-facing 
beaches of Japan as the center of 
the storm passed well offshore. 
Typhoon Malissa churned the open 
waters of the western Pacific. 
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African Floods 

Severe tropical thunder- 
es storms rolling off the 

Atlantic lashed parts of 
West Africa, ravaging communities, 
animals, and crops in northern parts 
of Nigeria and Cameroon. The 
storms flooded an area from the 
Sahara Desert town of Agadez in 
Nigeria to Maroua in Cameroon. 

Rising waters on the Nile devas- 

tated scores of villages in northern 
Sudan and created an acute food 
shonage. 


Earthquakes 


A magnitude 4.6 quake 
Ea struck near the Rocky 

Mountain resort of Tel- 
luride, Colo., cracking plaster and 
knocking dishes off shelves. 

In an unusually active week for 
worldwide seismic activity, earth 
movements also were felt in north- 
ern parts of Thailand and Burma, the 
Philippines, central and southern 
West Java, northwest 


Ingram 
authorized 
IBM Reseller 


-103° 
South Pole, 
Antarctica 


Colombia, the coastal area of cen- 
tral Chile, western Washington 
State, and just south of Lake Tahoe. 


Lingering Effects 

President Clinton declared 
KCK four California counties 
[I from the San Francisco 
Bay Area to the Oregon border dis- 
aster areas as a result of El Nino 
ocean warming, which has dis- 


rupted the 1994 Coho salmon fish- 
ing season. 
Wildfires 

Police, soldiers, and farm- 
PY ers in Sumatra battled fires 

that have destroyed thou- 
sands of acres of rain forest andcast 
a pall of smoke as far away as Sin- 
gapore and Malaysia. A blaze in the 
hills of neighboring Borneo 
destroyed 7,400 acres of drought- 
stricken jungle. Singapore officials 
warned that air quality had reached 
unhealthul levels due to the smoke, 


and asked the elderly and those with 
health problems to remain indoors. 


For the week ending 
September 16, 1994 


©1994 Chronicle Features 


Searing late-summer heat 
across the Middle East sparked 
more than 50 fires in Lebanon that 
charred hundreds of acres of forest. 


Heavenly Monster 


An elusive Chinese lake 
ya monster which creates six- 

foot waves and reportedly 
looms as large as a bull’s head was 
captured on video while swimming 
in northern China’s Heavenly Lake. 
The official Xinhua news agency 
reported that “the creature, which 
moves as fast as a walking man, 
showed up on Aug. 20 and Sept. 2.” 
It was sighted and photographed by 
South Korean tourists and a group 
of official visitors to the popular Jilin 
province destination. Jilin's “Heav- 
enly Monster” reportedly has been 
seen since the turn of the century, 
and local residents claim they have 
spotted the creature many times. 


Additional Sources: U.S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U.S. Earthquake Information Center, 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 
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Twin Eruptions 


Violent eruptions of 
Tavurvur and Vulcan vol- 
canoes on the northeast- 


ern tip of New Britain Island devas- 
tated the nearby port of Rabaul on 
neighboring Papua New Guinea. 
Almost all of the city’s 30,000 resi- 
dents fled to other parts of the coun- 
try when the mountains began their 
first explosive eruptions since 1937. 

Ash up to several yards deep 
covered what previously had been 
one of the most picturesque spots in 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


the South Pacific, and the harbor 


was littered with floating pumice 
rock and other volcanic debris. 
Coastal residents were warned that 
accompanying tidal waves also 
could strike at any time. 

Dense ash clouds spewing from 
the volcanoes have spread for hun- 
dreds of miles, forcing aviation offi- 
cials to reroute several international 
flights. Despite the scale of the dis- 
aster, only two deaths have been 
reported. 


Wildfires 


Tropical forest fires blazing 
PY for several weeks in parts 

of Indonesia have caused 
massive atmospheric pollution that 
threatens human health and wildlife 
across Southeast Asia. Environ- 
mentalists in neighboring Malaysia 
have begun to criticize the Jakarta 
government for its failure to take 
stronger measures to bring the con- 
flagrations undercontrol. Malaysian 
health officials reported that air qual- 
ity was hazardous to life in several 
parts of the country. 

Winter wildfires erupted once 
again in parched eastern Australia 
where some areas haven't had any 
rainfall in four years. The worst 
drought this century, combined with 
strong winds, sparked blazes from 
Queensland to Tasmania. More 
than 200 fires were burning in 
Queensland alone where 90 homes 
were threatened before firefighters 
controlled some of the blazes. 


FALL INTO SUCCESS 


by promoting your business 
or service through 


A Hospitality Service Serving 
Hampshire & Franklin Counties” 


Vintage Rescue 


Wine growers in France’s 

Burgundy region brought in 

helicopters to blow-dry 
their best grapes after heavy rain 
threatened to wreck a_ long- 
promised, high quality vintage. Hov- 
ering aboutthree feet over the vines, 
the helicopters blasted most of the 
water off the leaves and from 
between the grapes to prevent 
humidity from watering down what 
will become some of the world’s 
most exclusive wines. The tech- 
nique also cleans the grapes and 
helps prevent the spread of fungus. 


Floods 


Several days of torrential 
aa rainfallin Russia's Far East 

‘have triggered massive 
flooding that inundated scores of vil- 
lages and left much of the region 
without electricity or drinking water. 
Helicopters were called in to rescue 
thousands of stranded residents, 
many of whom had climbed onto 


-66° 
South Pole, 
Antarctica 


roofs to escape the flash floods. 

Flooding from severe monsoon 
rainstorms in Pakistan this summer 
have killed 300 people and dam- 
aged huge tracts of cotton and rice 
crops. 


More than half of the West 


African nation of Burkina Faso has 
been hit by three months of unusu- 
ally heavy rain that has swamped 68 
towns or villages. The rainfall also 
ended a protracted drought in the 
region. 
Earthquakes 

At least one person was 
is killed and hundreds injured 

after a powerful earth- 
quake in the Taiwan Strait sent 
shock waves through the region. 
Many of the injured were students 
who panicked while trying to flee to 
safety during the shaking in China’s 
Xiamen and Fujian provinces. 

Earth movements also were felt 

in southeast Turkey, Israel, west- 


central Colombia, the Netherlands, 
Tunisia, coastal Chile, the Aleutian 


For the week ending 
September 23, 1994 


©1994 Chronicle Features 


Islands and along the central Cali- 
fornia-Nevada border. 


Tropical Storms 


Typhoon Melissa and trop- 
6) ical storms Nat and Orchid 
passed over the open 
waters of the western Pacific. Trop- 
ical storm Miriam briefly churned the 


warm waters off the west coast of 
Mexico. , 


Bat Attacks 


More than 200 people in 
Peru’s Satipo and Junta 
departments were bitten by 


flocks of vampire bats that were 
reported to be swarming near burial 
sites. The victims, all of whom have 
been vaccinated against rabies, 
include soldiers, night watchmen 
and farmers, Local officials say the 
bats recently have been reproduc- 
ing at an extremely fast rate. 


Additional Sources: U.S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U.S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 
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People will never call you in 
Europe. 

Alwaysrememberthis when you 
wanna be invisible. 

You can get a plane ticket to 
London for a hundred and fifty bucks. 
You can place a cal/to London for less 
than five bucks. But all you have to say 
is, “I’m in London,” and nobody will ever 
call you over there. 

Try going someplace like Jack- 
son Hole, Wyoming, where it costs a 
fortuneto call, and watch fifty people call 
you up and say, “Sorry, Joe Bob, | hope 
I'm not disturbing your vacation, but....” 

What's the deal here? What is 
this thing about international bound- 
aries? A lot of people don’t even like to 
call Canada or Mexico, where we've 
only got three extra numbers to dial. 

France | can understand. You 
call France, you might have to talk to a 
French person. 

But everywhere else in Europe 
is so danged easy, and there are still a 
lot of people who don't use answering 
machines, so you're even more likely to 
get the person on the phone when you 
do call. 

But people will go to insane 
extremes not to call you over there. 

“Well, Joe Bob, yes, your car 


LEACTORY 
ANY Piza ANY Size 


did get stolen while you were gone, and _ five days to get there. Nowit takes 


less 


the thieves took it down to the Trinity than five hours. 


River and exploded it, but we decided 
not to do anything till you got back, 
because you were in Europe.” 

People talk about Europe like 
it’s 1934 instead of 1994. It used to take 


Youusedto needa phrase book, 
alittle bit of the foreign languages. Now 
you can speak English everywhere and 
nobody cares. 

You used to need vaccinations, 


Andiamo Serving dinner d i y 
ckle 


from Spm. Exit 28 0 


-91 Hu 


Hill Road, Bemardston, MA 
(413) 648-9107 


Antonios Pizza by the slice. 
31 North Pleasant Street, Amherst 


Atkins Country Store Fresh 

pees ce pee deli an ons 
ery products. Corner o 

Read and Route 116, South uy 

Amherst, 253-9528 


Herm/’s There's a great 
restaurant and saloon in Greenfield 


at features 


drink for ey, dinner and in- 


between. Moh 
Greenfield, 77 


‘ 


an 


Paradise of India A special 


Sunday Brunc 
food Masata Dosai 12-3 


Indian 


eaturing 


87 Main St., Amherst 256-1067 


Pete’s Drive-In Classic 
American Drive-In Cuisine plus 


rve Ice Cream. Op 


Year. 287 Russell St., Ha 


en Al 
dley 


Pizza Factory Where you can 


lways “B 
& gel one fr 


community! 


Ge izza, pick it up, 
it to someone in n 


R we will donate 
in our 


Whole wheat or white 


crust always available. 584-7777 


Sub 


Subs & salads 


4 Main St., Amherst 25 


inoculations, shots, medical exams. Now 

't. 
Me Saat used to need visas. Now 
all you need is a passport. 

Going over there is actually a lot 
easier than going to Disneyland, but 
people still talk about it like it's some 
major voyage requiring all kinds of life- 
and-death decisions. 

Europe is a place that's a little 
simpler than America, a little less so- 
phisticated, a little less jaded and cyni- 
cal, a little behind the times, and | guess 
that’s why so many people go there. 

But the main thing about Eu- 
rope is that it’s quiet. 

’'ve come back from Europe 


’ and felt assaulted by the noise you hear 


when you enter the United States. We 
get used to it, andsowedon't notice how 
loud it is until it’s taken away for a while. 

And the main thing that’s quiet 
in Europe is the phone. 

Good enough reason to go. 

To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world -famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO 
Box 2002, Dallas TX 75221. Joe Bob’s 
FAX line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT CREATORS SYNDI- 
CATE, INC. 
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Q. Who was the first woman to drive a 
car across the country? 

A. Alice Huyler Ramsey. At age 21 in 
4909, she wheeled an old Maxwell all 
the way. She went with three young 
women, none of whom knew how to 
drive. She repeatedly changed the 
flat tires and repaired the engine on 


the 59-day trip. Later she did it again, ' 


some thirty times. 


If your eyeballs are too long, you're 
near-sighted. 


. Conquistadors wanted gold. When 


they also found platinum in South 
American rivers, they threw it back, 
thinking in time it would ripen into 
gold. 


Formerly in the Hawaiian Islands it 
was forbidden under penalty of death 
for men and women to eat together. 
In Verona, Italy, one gentleman who 
owned a comedy club was arrested 
for piping nitrous oxide (laughing gas) 
into the club’s air-conditioning ducts. 
Geese appear to have been the first 
domesticated birds. At one point they 
were trained to tend sheep. 


Q. Who in football came up with the 
word “Hike!” to signal the snap from 
center? 

A. The same fellow who invented the 
Snap itself — John Heisman, after 
whom the famous trophy is named. 
He was also the fellow who got the 
Officials to break the game into four 
quarters. 


° 
Ben Franklin believed that regular 
sexual activity prevents gout. 
e 


An authority on truth serums says 
they’re unreliable...that under their 
influence, normal people often can 
Stick to their lies while neurotic people 
may confess to offenses they didn't 
commit. 
e 
In Shakespeare’s time, the very rich 
carried elaborate pocket sundials. 
eo 
Americans spend more money on 
gambling than on recorded music, 
movie tickets, amusement parks, and 
books — in 1992 around $30 billion. 
The word “gunny” comes from the 
Sanskrit “goni,” meaning “sack.” So if 
you say, “gunny sack,” you're saying, 
“sack sack.” 


y L.M. Boyd 


Q. Who said, “Power tends to corrupt, 
and absolute power corrupts abso- 
lutely”? 

A. The English historian Lord Acton, 
who then added the last line: “Great 
men are almost always bad men.” 
The average American home during 
the winter has a relative humidity less 
than the Sahara’s. 

Experts state the best fly swatters 
hold the blade over the fly for as long 
as 10 seconds, long enough for the fly 
to get used to it and busy itself with 
other concerns. 

A silkworm in good shape ejects about 
a foot of liquid silk a minute. 

Not long after he turned 50, Honore 
de Balzac drank 20 cups of strong 
black coffee, which killed him. 
The philosopher William James had 
this advice to parents over-anxious 
about bringing up their children: 
“Wisdom is learning what to overlook.” 


Two out of five drivers of automatic 
transmission automobiles hit the brake 
. with their left foot. 


Q. Why do you get wrinkles on your — 


face as you age, but not so much 
elsewhere on your body? 
A. Because your face is the only place 
where muscles are connected directly 
to the skin. 


. To transmit a disease to a human, a 


tick has to bite its way into the skin 
and hold its bite there for at least 24 
hours. 
Victor Hugo said, “The best religion is 
tolerance.” 
eo 
Liquor stimulates the right side of the 
brain — imagination, visualization, 
creativity — while it numbs the left 


_ side — memory, detail, responsibility. 


In outer space, astronauts can tempo- 
rarily get as much as 2.76 inches 
taller. 

Bowling statisticians say a perfect 
game (12 consecutive strikes) occurs 
once in about every 450,000 games. 
Q. Wyatt Earp lived more than 80 
years. How many of them did he 
spend in law enforcement? 

A. Six. 
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“W's worse than I first suspected, Mr. Binkley — you At the Grizzly Ball, only Alice, with her kind heart, Understanding only German, Fritz was unaware 
don’t even have a funny bone.” would not refuse to dance with Adams. that the clouds were becoming threatening. 
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“I'm leaving you, Mitchell. You’ve never Hellbillies “Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! ... You're in my favorite 
had tunnel vision; you never will.” chair again, Carl.” 
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VIVE HAD IDEAS 
LIKE THAT. 


T GUESS YOU 
COULD SAN IT 
EXPLODED IN 
THE HANGAR . 


T THOUGHT T SANA in FACT. IT 
HAD A GREAT “SY PONT EVEN ~ 
(DEA, BUT IT GET ON THE 
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THERES NOTHING LIKE A 

GOOD SNEER TO DRY UP 
CONVERSATION. HOW'S 

MINE LOOK ? 
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T.AM, ALL SET TO 
WRITE MY AUTOBIOGRAPNY, 
AND YM STUCK! 


You KNOW, EVERNTHING 
I AM. MY UNIQUE SPIRIT 
AND PERSONALITY ... ENERY - 


ITS ALWAYS SHOCKING TO 
SEE ONES EXISTENCE 
REDUCED To A BLURB. 


MAYBE YOUR \ C ASKED HER. 
MOM KNOWS | SHE SAID I DID 
WHAT YOU / REVOLTING 

THINGS THAT 
ARE PROBABLY 
UNPUBLISHABLE | 


REMEMBER 
THE WHOLE 
FIRST HALE 
OF MY LIFE! 


WONDER You 


INTERESTING - 
OBSERVATION. 


w(S DEPENDENT ON THE 

PROPER FUNCTIONING OF 

THIS COMPLEX, FRAGILE 

AND MIRACULOUS CHUNK 

OF MEAT THAT IS MY 
BODY. 
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RY GEE, I WONDER HHO SO 
THAT MIGHT APPLY TO. 

LN 7 ME! EVERYONE 

SHOULD Focus 


WOULD STOP THINKING ABOUT Sf 
THEMSELVES AND Focus 
ON OTHERS FOR A CHANGE . 


BOY, THERES NOTHING 
WORSE THAN AN 
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Leold 


by Roger Salloom 


I have this friend who 
obsesses about stuff. He can’t 
stop himself thinking about 
certain things. 

I really like him, but it 
drives me crazy. 

| can’t believe he can’t 
control himself. 

It really irks me. 

| was up all last night 
thinking about it. | couldn't even 
go to school because | was so 
tired from last night. 

If he doesn’t stop that, 
he’s going to ruin my life. 

The next time | see him 
I'm gonna.......go nuts. 
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. INSTANTLY DIVIDING THE TOWN, 


MY BUSI- FINALLy! A UAY. 
NESS/S ONE- OF LIFE- 
RUINED! STOP GONE! 


Sea ve G00D 


WELL, WE CALL IT THE PEOPLES 
EMPORIUM, BUT YOU KNOW 
IT BY THE NAVE WAL-MART! 


50 WHAT DO 
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YOU SEE, BECAUSE OF OUR OBVI- 
OUS ADVANTAGES, WELL FORCE 


MAN FROM WAL-MART... 
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SUPPOSE TO SUR- 
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[WN CCAL PHARMACIST GILBERT 
WAX HAD HEARD ENOUGH. 


(T'S NOT FAIR! IM 


SQ.FT. 
DON'T THINK SO! 


AR 7 4s Ginny mavens TURN. 


MAR. DOYLE, WE OWN ANAP- 
PLIANCE STORE. IF YOUCOME 
IN HERE, WE'RE DEAD MEAT. 
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THEN THERE'S ECONOMIC DEVEL- 


5 BUT THERE'S A LOT OF 
SHE MAN FROM WAL: eG ie GOOD NEWS ; 
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2 BOARD SOON... 


1 GETTER! ARJANNA- 
. JOHN HUFFINGTON, 
MINISTER OF LIGHT, 
OFHONOR. 2 IN JOHN-ROGER'S 
“™ MOVEMENT OF SPIRI- 
a . TUAL INNER 


OH, THERE YOU 
MOM- ARE, AWEETIE! 


I DONT IMAGINE SO. MINISTER 
ARIANNA-JOHN HAS A VERY 
TIGHT SCHEDULE, BUT YOU 
SHOULD SEE SAM — SHES SO 
EXCITED! ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE 
HEARD YOU'D BE HER GOD- 
FATHER-JOHN ! 


ITWASNICEOF UM...I 
YOUTOCOMEON GUESS 50. 
SUCH SHORT NO- WILL THIS 
TICE, SIDIIGNTIT TAKE 
ABEAUTIFULVAY LONG? 
FORA BATE Zz \ 


DEARLY BELOVED! WHO SEEKS 
Caen sis att 

THE SOUL REA 3 
TICAL TRAVELER CONSCIOUANEZ5 ¢ 


WE DO, YOUR. 
INSIGHTFULNESS / 


SHES A MINISTER OF 
LIGHT IN JOHN-ROGERS 
MOVEMENT OF SPIRITUAL IN- 
NER AWARENESS, AND HES 
GOING TO BAPTIZE YOU! 
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